
Family Owned and Operated
Complete Auto Repair & Maintenance

$1500
Smog Check
Includes Certificate

LOOK

Hours: Mon-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-4pm.
Must present coupons at time of write up.

Coupons cannot be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL
COMPETITORS COUPONS!

Visit www.myautoservicelv.com
for more offers

$1000 Basic 10/30 Oil
& Filter Change

Up to 5 qts. Plus tax and disposal fee, canister filters

extra, most cars and light trucks. Exp 1/31/14

644-5432
4320 E. Craig Rd.

877-5432
6765 W. Flamingo

242-5432
7870 W. Ann Rd.

228-5432
6104 W. Cheyenne

Home of the $10 Oil Change

OFF ANY SERVICE OR REPAIR OF $200 OR MORE.

Limit one per customer, may not be combined with any
other coupons, discounts or advertised specials.

Must be presented at time of written authorization.
Expires 1/31/14

Applied to total parts & labor invoice

In Jim (and Jimmy) We TrustIn Jim (

OR REPAIR OF

(and Jimmy) We Trust

EPAIR

Available at any
El Cortez bar during NFR

6TH & FREMONT | 385-5200

e l c o r t e z h o t e l ca s i n o . c o m
Management reserves all rights.

©2013 El Cortez Hotel and Casino.
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RODEO
SALE

20% OFF
Hats, Belts,

Shirts, Accessories.
(Regular priced items only)

702.737.8469
1080 E. Flamingo Rd.

(just west of Maryland Pkwy.)

Water Buffalo -
$129.95
- Made in USA

PROMOTIONAL SECTION
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Columnist Neal Reid tells
stories from the arena
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W hen the National Finals
Rodeo wraps up on
Saturday night at the
Thomas & Mack Center,

Kaleb Driggers and Travis Graves will
head their separate ways, which is not
uncommon in team roping, even among
the best duos.

But until then, both of them will keep
trying to help each other grab a first
world championship gold buckle.

“We’re good buddies,” said Driggers,
from Albana, Ga. “It’s kind of like any
other business deal. You finish one job,
and move onto the next job. I’ve never

lost sight of trying to win a world title
this year.”

Driggers entered the NFR second
among team roping headers, and Graves
was second among heelers, which is
where both remained through Monday’s
fifth round. Driggers has earned
$127,981 and Graves $132,603, including
$14,724 apiece for taking second in the
fourth round and another $7,813 each
for taking fourth in the fifth round.

Driggers nearly got a world title in
2012, taking second while helping Jade
Corkill of Fallon win the heeler world
championship. Corkill moved on to rope
with Clay Tryan this year, and those are
the two that Driggers and Graves are
trying to catch.

“The first couple of nights, we didn’t

draw worth a darn,” Driggers said.
“Now we’ve made (some) clean runs, we
cashed two nights in a row. We just need
to keep doing what we’ve been doing.
This is what we do for business, to make
money. If we keep doing that, the world
title will take care itself.”

Graves of Morgan Mill, Texas,
acknowledges the impending team
switch enters his mind, but not so much
that it’s affected his focus.

“It makes it hard, I’m not gonna lie,”
Graves said. “But Kaleb and I have
worked together all year long, and
these 10 days at the NFR are the most
important time. I’ll do my job and do the
best I can do, and let the rest take care
of itself.

“I feel really good. I’ve just got to

worry about my job and do my part.”
Driggers and Graves surely will

be quite competitive again next year,
because their new partners are also
among the best in the world. Graves will
join 10-time all-around world champion
Trevor Brazile, and Brazile’s longtime
teammate, Patrick Smith, will pair up
with Driggers.

“Sometimes you just need to change
it up,” Graves said. “Team roping is
complicated. There aren’t too many
people that do team roping together
for very long. Trevor and Patrick have
roped together for seven years. That’s a
long time.”

Team’s breakup natural
Ropers say shaking things up keeps them competitive year after year

NATIONAL FINALS RODEO

▶ SEE TEAM ROPING PAGE4
Audience loud at Thomas & Mack Center

By PATRICK EVERSON
LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

JOHN LOCHER/LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
Travis Graves, left, and Kaleb Driggers compete in the team roping event on the first night of the National Finals Rodeo on Thursday at the Thomas & Mack Center. The two are going
their separate ways after the NFR, but will pick up new partners next year. Driggers will team with Patrick Smith, and Graves will partner with Smith’s teammate, Trevor Brazile.







Page 4 • Wednesday, December 11, 2013 a Las Vegas Review-Journal

COWBOY UP... DOWNTOWN!COWBOY UP... DOWNTOWN!WN!WNTO... DOY UPBOCOW
SADDLE UP FOR THIS COUNTRY ALL STAR ROSTER —

PERFORMING LIVE AT THE GOLDEN NUGGET!

702.386.8100
GOLDENNUGGET.COM

SAME CLASS.
N E W E R A .

WILLIE NELSONWILLIE NELSONWILLIE NELSON
December 10 & 11

MERLE HAGGARDMERLE HAGGARDMERLE HAGGARD
December 12 & 13

NFR VIEWING
DECEMBER 5-14

WATCH THE NFR LIVE
TELEVISED NIGHTLY —
FREE ADMISSIONFREE ADMISSIONSSIONFREE ADMI

BARREL RACERS
AUTOGRAPH SESSION

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
12PM - 2PM

FREE ADMISSIONFREE ADMISSIONFREE ADMISSION

For tickets and information, please call 702.386.8100702.386.8100010.8702.386
or book online at goldennugget.com.

NFR NEW MEMBER BONUS
RECEIVE A SECOND CHANCE SPIN FOR

ANOTHER SHOT AT $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY!
VALID DECEMBER 5-15, 2013

Redeem coupon at 24KT booth. Offer not valid in conjunction with any other 24 Karat Club offer. Applies to new, first time
members only. Management reserves the right to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must be 21 years of age or

older. Only the highest Free Slot Play amount spun will be given to guest. Free Slot Play credits have no cash value,
can be used only for play and cannot be cashed out. Expires December 15, 2013

Kick into NFR and win a pair
of ladies’ Bodacious® brand
Las Vegas boots or men’s
traditional cowboy boots
every day.

Daily drawings December 6 – 15
4 p.m. at Golden Gate
6 p.m. and 10 p.m. at the D

Play slots, table games or
Keno to earn tickets!
mUST BE pRESENT TO WIN.
Keno available at the D only.
Must be 21 years or older to participate.
See Club D or Club 1906 for details.

Kick into NFR and win a pairKick into NFR and win a pair  Kick into NFR and win a pair

Kickin' It Up!Kickin' It Up!Up!n' It KickiKickin' It Up!Kickin' It Up!Up!n' It KickiKickin' It Up!Kickin' It Up!Up!n' It KickiKickin' It Up!Kickin' It Up!Up!n' It Kicki
BODACIOUSBODACIOUSSIOUACBOD

®®®
BOOT GIVEAWAYBOOT GIVEAWAYYWAEA GIVOT BOBODACIOUSBODACIOUSSIOUACBOD

®®®
BOOT GIVEAWAYBOOT GIVEAWAYYWAEA GIVOT BO

AT the D AND GOLDEN GATE

theD.com
702-388-2400

GoldenGateCasino.com.
800-426-1906

Daily drawings December 6 – 15Daily drawings December 6 – 15 Daily drawings December 6 – 15

Downtown At theworlD FAmous Fremont street experience

NFR

Regardless of how the week finishes
out for these teammates, it won’t taint
Graves opinion of the NFR. This is his
fifth trip to the season-ending event.

“I enjoy all of it,” he said. “Sure, when
you don’t do good, you’re disappointed.
But with the money you can win, you
can’t beat that. And all the fans. These
are huge rodeo fans, and it’s loud. It’s the
best place in the world you could ever

rope.”
Driggers is on his third trip to the

NFR. He and Graves have pocketed
$22,536 apiece through five rounds of
roping, but Driggers knows there’s a
pile of cash yet to be won, and that’s his

prime motivation at this rodeo.
“This rodeo is about the money. It’s

gotta be the money,” he said. “We can
make more this week than we make all
year. It’s nice to come and rope for that
kind of money.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

▶ TEAM ROPING: Audience of NFR fans is loud at Thomas &Mack Center

Event: Team roping
World standing/earnings: Driggers (header), second, $127,981;

Graves (heeler), second, $132,603
Residence: Driggers, Albany, Ga; Graves, Morgan Mill, Texas
National Finals Rodeo qualifications: Driggers, three (2011-

13); Graves, five (2008, 2010-13)
Noteworthy: Both ropers are seeking their first world

championship. Driggers teamed up with Jade Corkill of Fallon,
in the 2012 season, and Corkill won the world heeler title,
while Driggers was second among headers. Graves partnered
with Clay Tryan in the 2012 season, and Graves finished eighth
in the world header standings. Driggers and Graves will again
change up partners for the 2014 season; 10-time all-around
world champion Trevor Brazile and partner Patrick Smith are
splitting after a seven-year run, and Graves will join Brazile,
while Driggers will ride alongside Smith.

KALEB DRIGGERS TRAVIS GRAVES

LARRY SMITH/PRCA PRORODEO
Header Kaleb Driggers, right, keeps things steady as heeler Travis Graves, left, goes in for the kill during
competition Sunday at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo at the Thomas & Mack Center.
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